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Since our Autumn 2019 Newsletter we celebrated with an informal,

but delicious, help-yourself ploughman’s lunch. I thoroughly enjoyed

it and hope you did too.

We’ve already experienced some great lectures. I particularly loved

the January lecture ‘In search of the Queen of Sheba’ and Louise

Schofield, the lecturer, was brilliant!

There have been two workshops, both great fun. Unfortunately, I was

unable to attend the Special Interest Day, but those of you who did,

reported it as excellent, yet again!

By now you will be aware that we have had to cancel our programme

for the remainder of this season. However, we will remain in touch

with you via email and our website. We very much look forward to

meeting up again in our 2020/2021 season.
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Many congratulations again for having Lucy
Fitzwilliam-Lay's work selected for The RBA
Star Students Competition. We have now
been informed by one of the exhibition's
prize-givers, Michael Harding (the paint
manufacturer), that they would like to gift
starter sets of paints to ten of the Star
Students selected, one of these was Lucy, So,
congratulations!  

`This was organised by Wiltshire Council to engage primary

pupils and their teachers with all the exciting possibilities

across this range of subjects. The Arts Society helped

sponsor a group of environment books to be won as prizes

and TAS KL and TAS NW had a stand where we

encouraged children to use Leonardo Da Vinci as an

inspiration. He was an architect, a military engineer, artist,

studied anatomy, undertook post-mortems i.e. the list is

endless. We provided small sketchbooks, a range of

drawing materials and models of brains, ears and the

foetus in different stages of growth, so that both they and

their teachers could see the cross curricular potential of

drawing as an investigative tool. Many students spent ages

on focused drawing even though there were lots of exciting

things going on around them. 

STEAM Day 2020 (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Maths)  

Thanks to the Young Arts Funding from the Society we are able to plan ahead with certainty and we are

also working closely with TAS North Wiltshire to make our money go further. We have booked Ian

Swankie to deliver the third Young Arts lecture in October 2020. The topic is “The World’s Most Expensive

Paintings “to local A Level and GCSE Students.We have booked Alexandra Epps, our February lecturer for

our fourth lecture in November 2021. She was so amazing at Kington Langley so it will be lovely to see her

excite and enthuse the students. We have also organised a Painting Workshop day for A level students in

November 2020 with Alice White, a new Arts Society lecturer. She is a lecturer at central St Martins

School of Art in London so will be able to support their portfolios ready for interview for Foundation

Studies.We are supporting Hardenhuish Schools Art Week once again. GCSE Students will have a two-

day workshop on oil painting which will feed into their coursework submissions.Various other activities

are in the planning stages so thank you for all your support which does make a difference.

FUTURE PLANS 



Windsor Castle is the largest and oldest inhabited castle in the world, the oldest in

continuous occupation and home to some of the greatest paintings and works of art in

the Royal Collection.  In the morning we had a lecture which traced the development of

the Castle from a medieval fortress to a baroque palace in the reign of Charles II, and its

transformation in the reign of George IV into the magnificent palace that it is today.  Then

came an account of the Great Fire of Windsor in 1992 and the restoration after the fire, the

challenges faced by architects and craftsmen involved and how the solutions they arrived

at combined traditional skills with modern technology, making the present reign along

with those of Charles II and George IV a key period in the Castle’s post-medieval 

development.

 

After a quick lunch we went into the Castle itself. Our first stop was St George’s Chapel –

founded by Edward III in 1348 as a self-governing community of priests and laymen

dedicated to daily prayer for the Sovereign and faithful.  The present building was begun

by Edward IV in 1475 and finished just over 50 years later by Henry VIII.  St George’s is the

burial place of 10 monarchs, It is also the home of the Order of the Garter – the oldest

order of chivalry in the world, founded by Edward III in 1348. Today, the Order consists

of The Queen, The Prince of Wales and 24 Knight Companions.

 

 

WINDSOR CASTLE
30TH OCTOBER 2019

We then went in the Castle itself. Firstly

we saw Queen Mary’s Dolls House

designed by Edwin Lutyens and then

the State and Semi-State Apartments. 

Having seen photos of the fire it was

amazing to see the rooms that had

been so badly affected restored to their

former glory and in some cases

improved upon. We had plenty of time

to wander through all the rooms and

soak up their glory.

 

Ally Buxton



The Special Interest Day was a great success, thanks to our speaker, Martin Ellis,

who endeared himself to the audience not only through his wide knowledge

and experience but also because of his friendly and approachable manner. Until

recently Martin was Principal Curator at the Birmingham Museum and Art

Gallery, and the day was based on an exhibition which he had mounted there. 

 

Martin’s first talk concentrated on handmade ceramics and the development of

wheel-thrown and kiln-fired pottery, while the second explored high-fired

traditions and the growth of the ceramics industry. We then had a relaxing and

convivial interlude, enjoying the splendid lunch organised by Daphne, aided by

Diane. After lunch Martin gave a short review of art-pottery, and then came an

enjoyable session discussing items brought in by the audience, who had

followed Martin’s suggestion that they bring ceramic items ‘ancient, modern,

broken or gorgeous’. All categories were well represented, with the objects

ranging from an Etruscan vase and Greek amphora up to modern pieces, via

such makers as Chelsea, Minton, and Pilkington Lancastrian lustreware.
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Fire and Form:  
700 years of Ceramic Art

Martin Ellis 



it is with huge regret that we have decided we should postpone our visit to

Badminton House and gardens until 2021. We are hopeful that we will be able

to offer the September trip as outlined below. 

 

On Wednesday 9th September we plan to visit the 10 acre very fine traditional

English garden of Rooksnest in Berkshire, mostly designed by Arabella Lennox-

Boyd. After exploring this in the morning we leave for nearby Aldbourne in

Wiltshire for a different sort of visit - that of the final exhibition 'SCULPTURE IN

THE LANDSCAPE 2020' mounted by the Friends of the Garden, a voluntary

organisation. Featuring a selection of over 50 sculptures in a 5 acre wonderful

site - definitely different! Coach travel from Morrisons, Chippenham, morning

refreshments and light lunch included. Cost £42pp. For further details,

photographs and booking arrangements refer to our TASKL website.  
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