“Looking at Art”
A lecture for school students held at Hardenhuish School, Tuesday 8th October
Sponsored by The Arts Society Kington Langley & The Arts Society North Wilts
For the second year running we have organised and sponsored a lecture for A Level
and GCSE Art & Design students in the North Wilts area.
This year the topic was “Looking at Art” by Art Society lecturer Lynne Gibson. Lynne
is a very experienced, knowledgeable and enthusiastic speaker who captured her
audience from the start. Lynne has developed a strategy that enables students, in
this case, to engage with artwork and then make an informed, personal and
reasoned response to that piece.
The lecture theatre was full and more chairs were required as different schools
arrived until we had approx. 80 in the audience. Hot drinks and very sugary
doughnuts took the edge of any hunger pains at the end of a long school day.
Lynne was able to talk to different students before the event and encouraged them
to feel able to comment on any work she displayed. A very focused and informative
lecture led us through a selection of mainly paintings, demonstrating how
storytelling, the use of symbols, the intention of the artist, the use of materials,
process and colour gave you a way to investigate a piece of artwork so that you
could start to make your own impressions of why that piece was created.
Technological advances in materials, pigments, political climate and the role of the
artist all played a part when discussing a piece of work. The students, parents,
teachers and Art Society members sat enthralled as paintings and sculptures were
decoded in front of us.
This strategy will play a vital role in helping the students demonstrate their skills in
contextual responses in their coursework. Each was provided with a handout to use
as reference back in school and these can also be used by the teachers across the
art curriculum.
Lynne was surrounded by enthusiastic students at the end of the lecture thanking
her for such a relevant, engaging and relevant lecture.
We would like to thank Jess Bigwood, Curriculum Lead for Art, Photography and DT
at Hardenhuish School for organising the venue and contacting all the local schools,
the faculty for serving the refreshments and all the parents and teachers from the
different schools that brought their students to the lecture. We would also like to
thank the members of each Society who turned up to enjoy the lecture
This has been such a successful lecture and really valuable to the students.
… Heather Leach, Young Arts Representative, The Arts Society Kington Langley
… Karen Hellewell, Young Arts Representative, The Arts Society North Wilts

